[Multifocal bronchial cancer].
Since the entire surface of the bronchial mucosa is exposed to carcinogenic stimuli, the possibility of developing multiple primary lung carcinomas must be discussed. Multiple primary lung carcinomas do not necessarily occur simultaneously (synchronous), they can also develop successively (metachronous). They can be localized ipsilateral as well as contralateral, and histologically they have an identical or different character. In our study of 612 patients with bronchogenic carcinoma we found 18 patients (2.9%) to have a synchronous multiple primary carcinoma. The growing clinical relevance of the diagnosis of the multiple primary bronchogenic carcinoma--which is certainly diagnosed to rarely--and the distinction from metastases will be discussed.